Fire Extinguishers

Mindfulness Minute: Incorporate safety into your workflow by considering the hazards
associated with your equipment each time you use it.

Portable fire extinguishers can be found in or near almost all campus laboratories. While
their presence can be taken for granted, it is important to periodically review the exact
location of nearby fire extinguishers, their limitations, and their proper use. Equally
important is calling EHS after fire extinguisher use or a near miss so that extinguishers
can be replaced, the incident can be reviewed and discussed, and preventative measures
can be implemented to reduce the likelihood of future incidents.

e Familiarize yourself with the location of the nearest fire extinguisher.
e Pull building fire alarms or call 911 before attempting to extinguish a fire yourself.

¢ Do not try to extinguish a fire if doing so places the fire between yourself and the nearest
exit or puts yourself or others in danger.

ABC Fire Extinguishers
are the most common e Do not relocate fire extinguishers unless EHS and all lab personnel have been informed.

type of fire extinguisher Njever block access to fire extinguishers.
on campus.

e Extinguishers do not need to be “tested” by lab occupants; if the pressure needle is in
the green, the extinguisher is properly pressurized.

e Specialty fire extinguishers may require more frequent inspections and calibrations
and, in some cases, need to be taken offsite for servicing. Alert all lab personnel if a fire
extinguisher is going to be removed from the premises and pause all activities which
require the presence of the specialty extinguisher.

e All near misses, fires, and fire extinguisher discharges must be reported to EHS at
(865) 974-5084 or safety@utk.edu even if the fire was successfully extinguished or
contained. Using a fire extinguisher results in a broken seal which will cause the
pressure within the extinguisher to dissipate over time.

Fire extinguishers in labs
are sometimes stored
near the safety shower.

e The cause of every fire should be

investigated, even if the nature is clearly known/observed within
the lab. Through the process of an investigation, EHS may be able
to see a trend in processes or handling of materials that otherwise
would go unnoticed or undetected leading to increased frequency
and potential severity of fires on campus.

e Damage from a fire can be documented for any potential future
insurance claims by the University, PI, or other parties. If EHS is
not made aware of these events, important information may be lost,

Fire extinguisher in good condition with zip tie in and such claims filed with insurance could be rendered null without
place, hos? cqnnected, and pressure gauge in the the documentation.

green indicating that the extinguisher is neither

over pressurized nor under pressurized
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