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New Federal Funding Rules  
for Life Sciences Research 
Mindfulness Minute: Be aware that the Institutional Oversight of Life 
Sciences Dual Use Research of Concern Policy has been supplanted by 
the Oversight of Dual Use Research of Concern (DURC) and Pathogens 
with Enhanced Pandemic Potential (PEPP) Policy.  

Acronyms: 
DURC: Dual Use Research of Concern 
PEPP: Pathogens with Enhanced Pandemic Potential 
 
There are new rules in place for funding certain types of life science research that could potentially be misused or 
accidentally cause harm. The new DURC/PEPP policy supercedes the previous DURC policy, and other previously 
published guidance. This new policy1 will go into effect on May 6, 2025. DURC is life sciences research generating 
knowledge, information, products, or technologies that could be missapplied to cause harm to public health and safety, 
agricultural crops, plants, animals, the environment, the military, or national security. This may be ‘as-is’ or with minor 
modifications. A PEPP is a Pathogen with Pandemic Potential (PPP) that has been modified (enhanced) in such a way to 
pose a significant threat to public health, the capacity of health systems to function, or national security.  
 
What research is covered in this new DURC/ PEPP policy? 

• Category 1 (DURC) research involves Select Agents/Toxins or Risk Group 3/Risk Group 4 agents listed in the NIH 
Guidelines2 and BMBL,3 with a few exceptions. Research involving one of these agents and an experimental outcome 
listed in 4.1.2 of the DURC/PEPP policy would require notification of the funding agency and institution so that an 
assessment can be made of its classification into category 1.  

• Category 2 (PEPP) research is that which involves or is reasonably anticipated to result in a PPP and meets at least 
one of the experimental outcomes listed below (4.2.2 of DURC/PEPP). Similarly, research that fits these criteria 
would require notification to the funding agency and research institution. Category 2 experimental outcomes are 
experiments that are reasonably anticipated to include one or more of the following: 
 Enhance transmissibility of the pathogen in humans 
 Enhance virulence of the pathogen in humans 
 Enhance immune evasion of the pathogen, disrupting immunity conferred by vaccines or natural infections 
 Generate, use, reconstitute, or transfer an eradicated or extinct PPP or previously identified PEPP 
 

What should you do if you may perform research covered by the DURC/ PEPP policy? 
It is the responsibility of the PI to assess their research at the proposal stage and to notify the funding agency and research 
institution of work that falls under the scope of DURC/PEPP, as well as to satisfy the other PI responsibilities specified in 
the policy. If existing potential DURC/PEPP work is identified, research should be halted and the appropriate steps carried 
out. If you suspect that future or existing research may fall under this policy, please contact utbiosafety@utk.edu for 
assistance with navigating the institutional requirements.  

References: 
1. United States Government Policy for Oversight of Dual Use Research of Concern and Pathogens with Enhanced 

Pandemic Potential: https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/USG-Policy-for-Oversight-of-
DURC-and-PEPP.pdf  

2. NIH Guidelines for Research involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules: 
https://osp.od.nih.gov/wp-content/uploads/NIH_Guidelines.pdf  

3. Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories (BMBL): 
https://www.cdc.gov/labs/pdf/SF__19_308133-A_BMBL6_00-BOOK-WEB-final-3.pdf  

mailto:utbiosafety@utk.edu
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/USG-Policy-for-Oversight-of-DURC-and-PEPP.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/USG-Policy-for-Oversight-of-DURC-and-PEPP.pdf
https://osp.od.nih.gov/wp-content/uploads/NIH_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/labs/pdf/SF__19_308133-A_BMBL6_00-BOOK-WEB-final-3.pdf

	Mindfulness Minute: Be aware that the Institutional Oversight of Life Sciences Dual Use Research of Concern Policy has been supplanted by the Oversight of Dual Use Research of Concern (DURC) and Pathogens with Enhanced Pandemic Potential (PEPP) Policy.
	Acronyms:
	DURC: Dual Use Research of Concern
	PEPP: Pathogens with Enhanced Pandemic Potential
	There are new rules in place for funding certain types of life science research that could potentially be misused or accidentally cause harm. The new DURC/PEPP policy supercedes the previous DURC policy, and other previously published guidance. This n...
	What research is covered in this new DURC/ PEPP policy?
	 Category 1 (DURC) research involves Select Agents/Toxins or Risk Group 3/Risk Group 4 agents listed in the NIH Guidelines2 and BMBL,3 with a few exceptions. Research involving one of these agents and an experimental outcome listed in 4.1.2 of the DU...
	 Category 2 (PEPP) research is that which involves or is reasonably anticipated to result in a PPP and meets at least one of the experimental outcomes listed below (4.2.2 of DURC/PEPP). Similarly, research that fits these criteria would require notif...
	 Enhance transmissibility of the pathogen in humans
	 Enhance virulence of the pathogen in humans
	 Enhance immune evasion of the pathogen, disrupting immunity conferred by vaccines or natural infections
	 Generate, use, reconstitute, or transfer an eradicated or extinct PPP or previously identified PEPP
	What should you do if you may perform research covered by the DURC/ PEPP policy?
	It is the responsibility of the PI to assess their research at the proposal stage and to notify the funding agency and research institution of work that falls under the scope of DURC/PEPP, as well as to satisfy the other PI responsibilities specified ...

