
Lab Safety Committee Meeting  04/10/2025 University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

   
 

Laboratory Safety Committee  
Meeting Minutes 

April 10, 2025 
STK 119 B/C 

 

Attendance (in person):  
Member Department Pres. Abs. Member Department Pres. Abs. 
Doug Aaron MABE ☐ ☒ John Kobza ISE ☒ ☐ 

Michael Allen TCE ☐ ☒ Mariano Labrador BCMB ☒ ☐ 

Pamela Andrews KRSS ☐ ☒ Bryan Lord Facilities ☐ ☒ 

Chris Baker EHS (Lab) ☐ ☒ Grace Loy IAMM ☒ ☐ 

Michael Blum A&S ☐ ☒ Elysia Mann Art (2D) ☐ ☒ 

James Cantu EHS (OHSS) ☒ ☐ Bob Martin EECS ☒ ☐ 

Carolina D. Carter EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ Kristen Massey ORIED ☐ ☒ 

Christine Cheney Physics & Astronomy ☒ ☐ Larry McKay Vice-Chair: A&S ☒ ☐ 

Matthew Cooper Psychology ☒ ☐ Natalie Metzger EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ 

Steve Crouch UTIA Safety ☐ ☒ Sarah Mobley Chair: CEE ☒ ☐ 

Paul Dalhaimer CBE ☒ ☐ Katie Morgan Nursing ☐ ☒ 

Ampofo Darko Chem ☒ ☐ Chris Morris IAMM ☒ ☐ 

Brad Day ORIED ☐ ☒ Scott Moser EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ 

Emily Deem EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ Allan Patchen EPS ☐ ☒ 

Mark Denavit CEE ☒ ☐ Brian Payne EHS (AD) ☐ ☒ 

Taylor Do EHS (Lab) ☐ ☒ Jacob Payne UTIA Safety ☐ ☒ 

Bill Dunne Tickle COE ☐ ☒ Brian Ranger EHS/Lab ☒ ☐ 

Gerald Egeland MSE ☐ ☒ Michael Ratliff NucEng. ☐ ☒ 

Jennifer Ferris GSM ☐ ☒ Darcy Rathjen ORE ☐ ☒ 

Jason Fogarty Theatre ☐ ☒ Tim Rials UTIA ☐ ☒ 

Billy Garner EHS (Lab) ☐ ☒ Anujit Sarkar Nursing ☒ ☐ 

Adrian Gonzalez CEE ☒ ☐ Ryan Setzer EHS (IWS) ☒ ☐ 

Linda Hamilton EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ Marsha Smith EHS (Rad) ☒ ☐ 

Terry Hazen CEE/EPS/Micro ☐ ☒ Timothy Sparer Microbio ☐ ☒ 

Sally Horn Geography ☐ ☒ Daniel Thomas EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ 

Randy Huelsman Facilities ☐ ☒ Joseph Williams EEB ☐ ☐ 

Anneke Janzen Anthropology ☐ ☒ Ling Zhao Nutrition ☐ ☒ 

Jennifer Kirkpatrick Art (3D) ☐ ☒     
 
Other Guests: 

 
Department 

 
Pres. 

 
Abs. 

 
 

   

Bailey Tutor EHS ☒ ☐   ☐ ☐ 
Katie Condon EHS ☒ ☐   ☐ ☐ 
  ☐ ☐   ☐ ☐ 
  ☐ ☐   ☐ ☐ 
  ☐ ☐   ☐ ☐ 
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Agenda: 
i. Opening Welcome!  

ii. Approval of Minutes  

iii. Safety Culture Minute (Smith)   

iv. Committee Reports   

a. Lab Safety Culture Awards (Carter)  

b. Institutional Biosafety Committee (Deem)  

v. Special Topic Workshop  

a. Hazardous Waste Disposal  

vi. Incidents/Concerns (Hamilton/Thomas)   

a. Life Sciences – possible exposure 

b. Other incidents in the past month  

i. Chemical exposure in microscopy core  

ii. Minor laceration from hand tool  

iii. Ergonomic injury from helium dewar  

iv. Vehicle accident during university travel 

vii. Safety Stratus Update (Cantu)  

viii. LSS updates (Hamilton)  

ix. Items from the floor?  

a. Facilities roundtable google form  

b. Experience Provider Report Out  

x. Next meeting May 8th, 2025 Same Location  

 

Attachments and References:   

• Agenda 
• March LSC Meeting Minutes 

 

Topic Summaries: 
I.  Introductions/Opening 

The LSC Chair, Dr. Sarah Mobley, opened the meeting at 1:30pm. 

 
II. Approve Minutes from Last Meeting (March 13, 2025) 

The minutes from March were approved as written with 2 abstentions. 
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III. Safety Culture Minute 

Marsha Smith gave a general reminder for lab housekeeping. Since students may be getting ready to 
graduate or move on from labs, they should be disposing of materials that will no longer be needed. If 
materials will be kept or reused, emphasize proper labeling for future use. 

 
IV. Committee Reports 

Lab Safety Culture Awards – Carolina gave an update from the 1st quarter submissions; there was one 
submission and the winner was announced. Spring cleaning submissions for quarter 2 have started. Plans 
for a Spring Cleaning Day will be discussed. Carolina needs assistance with posting flyers for Lab Safety 
Culture Awards. A list of locations will be sent out for members to sign up if they are able to help. 

 
Institutional Biosafety Committee – Emily shared that the National Institute of Health (NIH) Office of 
Science Policy (OSP) sent out a memorandum regarding IBC minutes and member rosters. The OSP is 
requiring minutes from meetings occurring on or after June 1st, 2025 to be posted publicly on an 
institutional website. In addition, the OSP will be posting a roster of all IBC members within their 
Registration Management System (RMS). The contact info for the Chair, BSO, and IBC contact will be 
available. Currently, this does not necessitate an immediate change to IBC workflow. Minutes have always 
been posted to the Biosafety website, in addition to a full member roster that is also available. However, 
this memo means that our Biosafety website may see more traffic in the future. 

 
V. Special Topic Workshop -  Hazardous Waste Disposal 

The current Hazardous Waste Disposal guide was assessed for clarity and comprehension. Since there are 
multiple forms in multiple documents, it may help to make each form standalone by adding a purpose or 
descriptor to each form. The topic of labelling was discussed. There is a need for not only better labeling 
training to assess what is needed on a label, but continuous training is needed to account for the high 
student turnover in labs. Different kinds of labelling, such as double-sided labels, may help provide more 
detailed information. Some members questioned how to know whether they produce waste or not. Because 
of the different ways that waste is regulated when in a household or in a business, it may be hard to tell 
how to treat waste. There may be a need for a guidance document for shop areas in determining waste 
status. The new Hazardous Waste Training is available and is required to be taken annually. Members of 
the LSC should pay special attention to potential improvements for the training or elements that work 
well. 

 
VI. Incidents/Concerns 

Daniel Thomas and Linda Hamilton discussed a potential infectious agent exposure in a Life Sciences lab. 
A student was performing a procedure in which splashes could be generated. The student thought they 
could have been exposed to the agent in the eye while not wearing splash-free goggles. The focus of this 
incident is on the health response. The student went to the Student Health Center to be seen, as has been 
done in the past. The student was turned away due to no appointment availability. This led to confusion 
about the proper steps to take in the event of an exposure due to the confliction with past experiences. It is 
the policy of the Student Health Center that it is not a walk-in clinic or urgent care facility, which may not 
have been expressly upheld in the past. A meeting has been scheduled with the Director, Dr. Morgan, to 
develop a triage protocol for treatment or alternatives.  
 
For now, the recommended procedure in the event of a lab incident is to call Student Health for an 
appointment. If there are no appointments, ask for an alternative suggestion for treatment. The student 
may need to rely on their personal healthcare provider if they cannot be seen on campus for treatment. 
This discussion refers to students who are not employees of the university. Paid employees follow a 
different procedure for incidents that are work-related. 

 
Other notable incidents that were not discussed in detail: 

 Chemical Exposure – microscopy 
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 Minor laceration from a hand tool 
 Ergonomic injury from helium dewar 
 Vehicle accident – passenger without seat belt 

• Operator not at fault 
 

VII. Safety Stratus Update 
James Cantu gave an update on LSA/ADR access to certain groups. There will be some shifting of 
permission within Safety Stratus, so be aware that access may change. Some tests will be occurring in the 
inspections module. Emails should not be received, but may be sent unexpectedly during testing. 

 
VIII. LSS Updates 

The Lab Safety Review cycle has begun. Reviewers are paying special attention to the presence of 
flammables in household refrigerators. Household refrigerators should not have any amount of 
flammables. In addition, EHS is promoting their Respiratory Protection Program for those who believe 
they are at risk of inhalation exposure. 

 
IX. New Business / Open Floor 

Facilities Services will be joining the LSC for a discussion at the May meeting. A survey will be shared to 
collect discussion topics. 

 
X. Next Meeting 

Thursday, October 10th, 2024, from 1:30pm – 3:00pm EST. 
 
[Meeting Adjourned at 2:42pm] 
 

 


