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Laboratory Safety Committee  
Meeting Minutes 

March 13, 2025 
STK 119B/C 

 

Attendance (in person):  
Member Department Pres. Abs. Member Department Pres. Abs. 
Doug Aaron MABE ☐ ☒ John Kobza ISE ☐ ☒ 

Michael Allen TCE ☐ ☒ Mariano Labrador BCMB ☒ ☐ 

Pamela Andrews KRSS ☐ ☒ Bryan Lord Facilities ☐ ☒ 

Chris Baker EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ Grace Loy IAMM ☒ ☐ 

Michael Blum A&S ☐ ☒ Elysia Mann Art (2D) ☐ ☒ 

James Cantu EHS (OHSS) ☐ ☒ Bob Martin EECS ☐ ☒ 

Carolina D. Carter EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ Kristen Massey ORIED ☐ ☒ 

Christine Cheney Physics & Astronomy ☒ ☐ Larry McKay Vice-Chair: A&S ☒ ☐ 

Matthew Cooper Psychology ☐ ☒ Natalie Metzger EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ 

Steve Crouch UTIA Safety ☐ ☒ Sarah Mobley Chair: CEE ☒ ☐ 

Paul Dalhaimer CBE ☐ ☒ Katie Morgan Nursing ☐ ☒ 

Ampofo Darko Chem ☐ ☒ Chris Morris IAMM ☒ ☐ 

Brad Day ORIED ☒ ☐ Scott Moser EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ 

Emily Deem EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ Allan Patchen EPS ☒ ☐ 

Mark Denavit CEE ☒ ☐ Brian Payne EHS (AD) ☐ ☒ 

Taylor Do EHS (Lab) ☐ ☒ Jacob Payne UTIA Safety ☐ ☒ 

Bill Dunne Tickle COE ☐ ☒ Brian Ranger EHS/Lab ☒ ☐ 

Gerald Egeland MSE ☒ ☐ Michael Ratliff NucEng. ☒ ☐ 

Jennifer Ferris GSM ☐ ☒ Darcy Rathjen ORE ☐ ☒ 

Jason Fogarty Theatre ☐ ☒ Tim Rials UTIA ☐ ☒ 

Billy Garner EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ Anujit Sarkar Nursing ☒ ☐ 

Adrian Gonzalez CEE ☐ ☒ Ryan Setzer EHS (IWS) ☐ ☒ 

Linda Hamilton EHS (Lab) ☒ ☐ Marsha Smith EHS (Rad) ☒ ☐ 

Terry Hazen CEE/EPS/Micro ☐ ☒ Timothy Sparer Microbio ☐ ☒ 

Sally Horn Geography ☐ ☒ Daniel Thomas EHS (Lab) ☐ ☒ 

Randy Huelsman Facilities ☐ ☒ Joseph Williams EEB ☒ ☐ 

Anneke Janzen Anthropology ☐ ☒ Ling Zhao Nutrition ☒ ☐ 

Jennifer Kirkpatrick Art (3D) ☐ ☒     
 
Other Guests: 

 
Department 

 
Pres. 

 
Abs. 

 
 

   

Melissa Weaver For Jennifer Ferris ☒ ☐   ☐ ☐ 
Alisun Smith-Bryant For Ryan Setzer ☒ ☐   ☐ ☐ 
Katie Condon EHS ☒ ☐   ☐ ☐ 
  ☐ ☐   ☐ ☐ 
  ☐ ☐   ☐ ☐ 
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Agenda: 
i. Opening Welcome!  

ii. Approval of Minutes  

iii. Safety Culture Minute    

iv. Committee Reports   

a. Lab Safety Culture Awards (Carter)  

b. Institutional Biosafety Committee (Deem)  

v. Special Topic Workshop  

a. Small Group Review of Hazards Assessment and Controls Form  

vi. Incidents/Concerns   

a. Water Intrusion in DO (Egeland)  

b. Refrigerant Leak in Zeanah (Ratliff)  

vii. LSS updates (Hamilton)  

viii. Items from the floor?  

a. Facilities roundtable- Possibly April  

b. Experience Provider Report Out  

ix. Next meeting April 10, 2025 Same Location  

 

Attachments and References:   

• Agenda 
• February LSC Meeting Minutes 

 

Topic Summaries: 
I.  Introductions/Opening 

The LSC Chair, Dr. Sarah Mobley, opened the meeting at 1:31pm. 

 
II. Approve Minutes from Last Meeting (February 13, 2025) 

The minutes from February were approved as written with 5 abstentions. 
 

III. Safety Culture Minute 
Dr. Sarah Mobley highlighted how well the Lab Safety Culture Award nominations for Smokey’s Choice 
Award are going. Since the announcement of this new award, there have been several nominations. 
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IV. Committee Reports 
Lab Safety Culture Awards – Carolina Carter noted that while we have received several nominations for 
Smokey’s Choice Award, there have been no submissions for the winter quarterly award. Flyers have been 
posted. The deadline for the winter award is April 1st. 
Institutional Biosafety Committee – Emily Deem shared that at the IBC meeting in March, Daniel Thomas 
presented on the DURC/PEPP policy changes and how it may affect IBC function.  
 

V. Special Topic Workshop 
Review of the Hazard Assessment and Controls Form 

EHS is drafting a new Hazard Assessment and Controls Form for labs on campus. The LSC was asked to 
form groups and consider the following points: if the motivation behind the document is clear, if the level 
of information matches the intended audience, and if the document is comprehensive. 
 
Some LSC members felt that the motivation of the document was not clear, and one member suggested 
shifting the focus to hazard identification, rather than controls. The member noted that the document 
would not have enough space for a PI to list all of the hazards and the ways they are controlled but would 
be better used as a basis for writing SOPs. A few members expressed concern over the ownership of this 
document because the last page has a “completed by” line and an additional line for the PI, indicating that 
these may not be the same people. It was clarified that the intention is for the PI to be able to delegate the 
initial work of filling out the document to a trusted individual, but the question was posed if that made the 
document less meaningful. Some members brought up that there are many instances where a designee 
completes documents on behalf of a PI, such as the Chemical Hygiene Plan (CHP). There was emphasis 
that the ultimate responsible party is the PI. 
 
One member noted that their interpreted flow path of using the form is to initially fill out the Hazard 
Assessment form and then use that information to determine what SOPs need to be written. This workflow 
may not be clear. In response, another member suggested adding a statement of purpose to the document. 
Usability of the forms was discussed in terms of electronic accessibility. EHS will discuss different 
electronic tools to implement for the form. The function of the document as a training tool for lab 
members was also highlighted. Some members noted that the jargon was regulatory and not intuitive, so 
an appendix for definitions may be necessary. One member suggested adding links to related training 
courses on K@te for the hazards. The applicability of some elements of the form was discussed and some 
members wondered if some hazards could be removed that wouldn’t apply at UTK. 
 
It was clarified that the document is not submitted but rather kept as a running list for the PI. There was 
confusion about when the document should be updated and how PIs should be guided to update the list. It 
was generally agreed that major scope changes would prompt an update. There was a suggestion for 
adding the hierarchy of controls to the form for consideration of hazard control. One member noted that 
flammables and oxidizers were missing as possible hazards. In addition, compressed gas cylinder safety 
training is missing. Finally, it was emphasized that this document will not need to be retroactively 
performed if documents already exist that fill the same purpose. Although anyone may use it if desired, the 
intention is to begin implementing this for new labs. 

 
VI. Incidents/Concerns 

Zeanah Refrigerant Leak 
Michael Ratliff reported on a refrigerant leak on the bottom floor of Zeanah. In this room, there is no fire 
suppression system because of potential water damage. The fire response is to close the door to the room. 
Because of this, there is also no air conditioning in the room. There are two mini split ACs. Michael was 
notified of a strange odor in the room. EHS was called and helped locate the leak in a copper line of 
refrigerant. Facilities Services were also notified. Michael pointed out that they would like to see clearer 
guidance on when to recapture refrigerant. The line was repaired, and the AC is functional. Michael 
highlighted the technician that noted the strange odor and pushed for response to it. 
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Dougherty Flood 
Dr. Gerry Egeland reported on repeated floods in Dougherty on the 6th floor. The first flood occurred two 
years ago that affected 5 floors of the building during a freeze over Christmas break. The flood last year 
also occurred due to frozen pipes. This year’s flood occurred in February. Dr. Egeland discussed multiple 
possible contributing factors to the floods, such as the location of the sink plumbing against the walls, the 
possible fraying of the steel braided plumbing hoses, the freeze/thaw cycle, etc.  
 
During this year’s flood, the water leaked to the outside brick of the building. Water was draining from 
light fixtures. PIs and lab managers promptly unplugged/turned off electronic devices. The 5th and 6th 
floors were dried with a vacuum and the wallboard was aired out and will be replaced. Dr. Egeland 
suggested possible approaches to responding to leaks or preventing them, such as water-detection devices.  
 
One member brought up how some lab rules are overlooked when emergencies such as floods happen. For 
example, doors may stay open to labs that have typically restricted access, and some hazards are not 
considered in repair plans. This highlights the need for input from EHS and Facilities Services. 
 

VII. LSS Updates 
Linda shared that water intrusion plans have begun that will include input from Facilities Services. One 
major project for this year for LSS is to identify the maximum allowable quantities of flammables and 
compressed gases in buildings to assess the current state. Some newly adopted international fire code rules 
will be incorporated. Lab safety audits are beginning this month. 

 
VIII. Items from the Floor 

Representatives from Facilities Services will be attending the LSC meeting in May. 
 

IX. Next Meeting 
Thursday, April 10th, from 1:30pm – 3:00pm EST. 

 
[Meeting Adjourned at 2:52pm] 
 

 


