
Laboratory Safety Committee  
Meeting Minutes 

September 18th, 2023, Zoom Meeting 
 

Attendance according to zoom:  
Member Department Pres. Abs. Member Department Pres. Abs. 
Doug Aaron MABE ☒ ☐ John Kobza ISE ☒ ☐ 
Michael Allen TCE ☐ ☐ Mariano Labrador BCMB ☒ ☐ 
Chris Baker EHS ☐ ☒ Bryan Lord Facilities ☒ ☐ 
James Cantu EHS ☒ ☐ Grace Loy IAMM ☒ ☐ 
Christine Cheney Physics & Astronomy ☒ ☐ Elysia Mann Art (2D) ☐ ☐ 
Lori Cole IACUC/OLAC ☒ ☐ Bob Martin  EECS ☐ ☐ 
Matthew Cooper Psychology ☒ ☐ Kristen Massey ORIED ☒ ☐ 
Steve Crouch UTIA Safety ☐ ☒ Larry McKay Vice-Chair : A&S ☒ ☐ 
Caleb Cummings EHS ☒ ☐ Sarah Mobley CEE ☐ ☐ 
Paul Dalhaimer CBE ☒ ☐ Katie Morgan Nursing ☒ ☐ 
Brad Day ORIED ☒ ☐ Chris Morris IAMM ☒ ☐ 
Carolina Dolislager EHS ☒ ☐ Scott Moser EHS/Lab ☒ ☐ 
Bill Dunne Tickle COE ☒ ☐ Allan Patchen EPS ☒ ☐ 
Gerald Egeland MSE ☒ ☐ Brian Payne EHS/Guest ☒ ☐ 
Scott Emert Nuclear Eng. ☐ ☐ Jacob Payne UTIA Safety ☒ ☐ 
Jennifer Ferris GSM ☒ ☐ Sandra Prior EHS ☒ ☐ 
Jason Fogarty Theatre ☒ ☐ Sarah Pruett Inst Compliance ☐ ☒ 
Billy Garner EHS ☒ ☐ Brian Ranger EHS/Lab ☒ ☐ 
Sharon Hale CEE ☒ ☐ Darcy Rathjen ORE ☒ ☐ 
Linda Hamilton EHS/Lab ☒ ☐ Tim Rials UTIA ☐ ☒ 
Terry Hazen Chair-

CEE/EPS/Micro 
☒ ☐ Marsha Smith EHS/Rad ☐ ☒ 

Sally Horn Geography ☒ ☐ Daniel Thomas EHS ☒ ☐ 
Randy Huelsman Facilities ☒ ☐ Bailey Tutor EHS/Guest ☐ ☒ 
Anneke Janzen Anthropology ☒ ☐ Joseph Williams EEB  ☒ ☐ 
David Jenkins Chemistry ☒ ☐ Ling Zhao Nutrition ☐ ☐ 
Jeremiah Johnson  Microbiology ☒ ☐ Grad Student Rep Grad Student Chem ☐ ☒ 
Daleniece Jones Public Health ☒ ☐ Barb Hall EHS/RAD guest ☒ ☐ 
Jennifer Kirkpatrick Art (3D) ☒ ☐ Anujit Sarkar Nursing ☒ ☐ 

Agenda: 
I. Opening 
II. Introduction of Grace Loy (new IAMM LSA) 

& Dr. David Jenkins (new Chemistry LSA) 
III. Approve Minutes from Last Meeting 

(7/17/2023) 
IV. LSS Updates (Ranger) 
V. Safety Stratus implementation (Cantu & 

Woofter) 
VI. Working groups 
VII. Incidents/concerns 
VIII. New Business 

IX. Next meeting – October 16th, 1:30-3:00 via 
Zoom 

 

Attachments and References: 
  

• LSC Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 
 

 



Lab Safety Committee Meeting 09/18/2023 Meeting Minutes University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
 

Topic Summaries 
 

I.  Introductions 
o Brian Ranger introduced the two new members, Grace Loy and Dr. David Jenkins 

 
II. Approve Minutes from Last Meeting (07/17/2023) 

o LSC Meeting minutes approved. 
 

III. LSS updated (Ranger) 
o 2023 LSS metrics (YTD) 

 Currently finishing out College of Arts and Sciences with lab safety reviews 
 Tickle College of Engineering is currently be reviewed 
 Will start with Nuclear Engineering soon 

o New Senior Laboratory Safety Specialist joining EHS 
 Will start Oct. 1st 

o Mindfulness Minutes 
 Autoclave use and safety posted 

 
IV. Safety Stratus implementation progress (Cantu & Woofter) 

o On track to start launching Chemical Inventory use very soon 
o EHS Website update 

 Safety Stratus tab added 
• Still being built out, but will be ready to launch soon 
• User request form for access to Safety Stratus will be located here 

 Old chemical inventory site has been labeled as “Legacy” 
• UTIA will still use the legacy system 

 Training session from last week will be available for review 
 

V. Working Groups 
o Safety Culture Awards 

 Q3 submissions are submitted (On-boarding: How to build a positive safety culture) 
• Six submissions currently being voted on 

 Q4 topic has been released 
• “The process for initiating and executing a successful hazard assessment” 
• RAMP 

o Recognizing hazards, Assessing hazards, Mitigating hazards, Preparing for 
emergencies 

• Deadline will be November 4th 
 There will be a dinner held at the end of the year in celebration of lab safety culture 

• Brad Day will be the guest speaker 
o HHCC restart (Ranger) 

 Vice Chancelor Crawford and associate Vice Chancelor Day reviewed and approved 
proposal for HHCC 

 Tentative plan is to have one meeting in Q4 of this year 
• Discuss Bi-Laws and begin implementation plan 
• Looking to officially start in 2024 

o There was a brief discussion regarding emergency preparedness for natural disasters 
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 Office of Emergency Management 
 

VI. Incidents/concerns 
o Nuisance odors from facility maintenance/ repairs-Hesley, Austin Peay, Perkins (McKay) 

 The number of cases has been increasing 
• Incidents in Hesler, Austin Peay and Perkins already 
• EHS has been notified for each incidents 

 Dr. McKay reiterated that Department heads and Associate Deans are not allowed to close 
buildings 

• Department heads and lab leaders can: 
o Allow individuals to work remotely 

 There is vacant space in Dabney that has been offered 
o Doors can be closed 

• Do not call the Fire Department without confirmation of need 
 There was a call for lab safety leaders to bring this back to their labs to discuss and create a 

plan of action in case of issues like nuisance odors or anything of the like 
• Develop a list of first line contacts 

o Fire door in SERF 
 Still being propped open against code 

o SERF waste room chemical waste bulking incident (Ranger) 
 EHS bulking hazardous waste for disposal 
 Everything was properly vetted prior to bulking, however a few chemicals had a foul odor 

• This odor was detected by the facilities workers which prompted them to pull the 
fire alarm 

• The fire department (FD) arrived and closed down the building prior to knowledge 
of the chemicals being bulked 

o FD entered the building without protective equipment 
o Upon discovery that this was a chemical incident, the FD demanded a list of 

chemicals being bulked 
 There was no risk of harm based on the chemicals involved 
 Preventative measures have been put in place: 

• Local exhaust ventilation with carbon filters will be used going forward 
• Ensuring that all fire doors are closed 
• Sending out announcements in advance of bulking to alert the building of potential 

odors 
 There is no one located in SERF that has authority over the building 

• There were multiple incidents of miscommunications in the wake of the incident 
• There is a need to develop a communications system to alert individuals about 

incidents at SERF 
o Escalated biocontainment concern in SERF (Ranger) 

 Received a safety concern regarding a foul odor from the 6th floor of SERF 
• Sourced from poor containment of post-wastewater treatment biosolids being used 

in digestors in debulking studies 
• A small mess was made and improperly cleaned up 
• The PIs have been notified that there needs to be a proper clean up and a plan 

developed and put into place to respond to these potential issues going forward 
o Both have been compliant and gracious in developing this plan 
o Better containment methods have been put into place 

 No harm risk, but the odor elicited an alert 
 This incident is ready to be closed out 

o Furnace incident-IAMM (Moser) 
 During a walk through of IAMM, it was observed that a wall in a lab was smudgy and black 
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• Two weeks prior to discovery, during crystal growth, a crystal broke over a weekend 
causing a smoke or fire event that left this residue on the wall 

• Heat was released into the room and melted a small plastic controller on the wall in 
the room 

• Belfour has to been brought on site to do remediation for this space 
 There was a failure to notify EHS or anyone in the building about the incident 

• A communication has been sent out to the department 
o Accidents, injuries, exposures 

 Falling shelf/head injuries – EECS (Hamilton) 
• EECS post doc working in a public health lab in Mossman on the 6th floor was asked 

to move her workspace 
• While moving boxes, a shelf was knocked loose prompting heavy glasses to fall onto 

the head of the post doc and onto the ground 
• Post doc called Corvell in a timely manner, however, chose not to pursue treatment 
• Upon review, the shelf must have been loose allowing it to fall 

o A notification has been sent out to reminder to the PIs involved if the 
position of shelves is changed to ensure that they are reseated properly and 
to not store overly heavy items on them 

 Fainting students in Chemistry Teaching labs (Moser) 
• There have been six, possibly seven, students faint in chemistry teaching labs 

o All have happened in the morning class period 
• Upon follow up, this has been happening for years 

o Students are coming into three-hour long teaching lab without eating a 
proper breakfast and or locking out their knees without a place to sit down 

o Most incidents have occurred within the first 15 minutes of class 
• Had graduate students remind the students about properly preparing for class 
• Brian and Scott went to do a follow up due to the number of events 

o The incidents have been happening in different locations and there was no 
noticeable environmental causes identified 

 
VII. New Business 

o Brian announced that Mike Rotella will be on personal leave from mid-October until probably the 
end of the year. 

 Brian requested all people ensure they use the service log for waste pick-ups instead of 
directly contacting Mike. 

 
VIII. Next Meeting 

o October 16th, 2023, 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm [Zoom] 


