THE UNIVERSITY OF

TENNESSEE

KNOXVILLE

Laboratory Safety Committee
Meeting Minutes
February 28, 2022, Zoom Meeting

Attendance according to zoom:

Member Department Pres. Abs. Member Department Pres. Abs.
Doug Aaron MABE O Brian Long Chemistry 0
Michael Allen TCE O Bryan Lord Facilities O
Shawn Campagna ORE OJ Kristen Massey IAAM X O
James Cantu EHS O Larry McKay Vice-Chair -A&S X O
Christine Cheney Physics & Astronomy O Ahmad Mitoubsi EHS/Lab X O
Lori Cole IACUC/OLAC O Sarah Mobley CEE X O
Matthew Cooper Psychology O Katie Morgan Nursing X O
Steve Crouch UTIA Safety O Scott Moser EHS/Lab O
Paul Dalhaimer CBE O Allen Patchen EPS O
Bill Dunne Tickle COE O Jacob Payne UTIA Safety O
Gerald Egeland MSE O Sandra Prior EHS O
Scott Emert Nuclear Eng. O Sarah Pruett ORE O X
Jennifer Ferris GSM O Brian Ranger EHS/Lab X O
Casey Fletcher ART O Darcy Rathjen JIAM O X
Jason Fogarty Theatre O Tim Rials UTIA O X
Sharon Hale CEE O Marsha Smith EHS/Rad O
Linda Hamilton EHS/Lab O Cynthia Swift CEB O
Terry Hazen Chair-CEE/EPS/Micro a Joseph Williams EEB (new) O
Randy Huelsman Facilities O Andre Zeumault EECS O
Lee Jantz Anthropology 0 Ling Zhao Nutrition X O
Jeremiah Johnson Microbiology O Grad Student Rep O X
John Kobza ISE O Kim Harmon EHS X O
Mariano Labrador BCMB O Brian Payne EHS/Guest O X
Sally Horn Geography O O
Agenda:

I. Introduction of new LSA

Attachments and References:

Il. Approve Minutes from Last Meeting e LS-002 Laboratory Safety Review-draft

ll. LSS Updates .
IV. Data management updates * FCMF tapfzhne fire report .
V. LSC Working Groups e https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vag

0EOibIOObSbU BhgHIL45u2x3TmJwx?usp=
sharing

VI. Documents

VII. Incidents/Concerns
VIII.SERF HRU

IX. TOSHA Site Visit Recap
X. Risk Management

XI. New Business

XIl. Next Meeting


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1va9oEOjbIOObSbU_BhgHL45u2x3TmJwx?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1va9oEOjbIOObSbU_BhgHL45u2x3TmJwx?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1va9oEOjbIOObSbU_BhgHL45u2x3TmJwx?usp=sharing
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Topic Summaries

Approve Minutes from Last Meeting
Minutes from the 1/24/2022 meeting were approved.

Kristen Massey — introduced as new LSA for IAMM

I. LSS Updates (Ranger)
a. Ranger — Commenced the 2022 safety reviews.
b. Hamilton - Completed Nutrition will begin CEB next week. Focusing on the Chemical Hygiene Plans
c. Moser — Will start IAMM March 1st.
d. Ranger - Reminder — LSA’s take back to your departments 2 primary focus areas:
i. Chemical Hygiene Plans
ii. Hazardous Waste Management (related to issues with last TDEC inspection in 2021).
e. Mitoubsi — Will start BCMB March 15t

Il. Data management software updates (Cantu/Payne)
a. Cantu— RFP has closed. Got desired candidate pool.
b. Demos may start on Tuesday, April 8t or one full day later in the month. Look for email.

ll. Lab Safety Committee working groups-meeting outcomes & next steps
a. Communications — Cantu:
i. Researching a communications device that can be hung on the wall and guide a person
through the steps of handling and reporting accidents/injuries.
ii. Reporting via EHS Website with new online forms:
1. Emergency Response
a. Emergency (defined as a serious or life-threatening illness or injury)
b. Urgent Needs
c. Special Cases (ex: radioactive materials spills are handled by RSD staff)
2. Report an Incident
a. Employee Accidents
b. Non-Employee Accidents
3. Report Health & Safety Concerns
a. EHS - Near Misses (Imminent Danger)
b. Risk Management webpage form, on website go to:
i. Claim Reporting
ii. Incident Report Form
1. Unsafe Conditions
2. Near Miss
4. Service Request — Common EHS services listed
5. Whistle Blower Communication
iii. Committee is also looking at developing flipbooks for labs.

b. HHCC — Moser:
i. High Hazard Chemical Committee — draft charter suggests 6-8 members
1. Moser suggests beginning with ~ 8 members (2 A&S, 2 TCE, 4 UTIA/CVM/GSM)
2. Ranger and Moser will draft letter for ADR’s to give to Department Heads to request
members for this committee.
ii. Submittal of Draft to UT General Council will occur after the committee members are
appointed and have approved the draft charter.
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c. Awards Committee — Hazen: in-process of setting up a ZOOM meeting.

IV. Documents (Ranger)
a. LS-002 - revision to include escalation of repeated minor findings to a major finding
i. Goal - complete by April and designate document as the official 2022 version.

ii. Committee members were asked to review document and email edits by Friday, March 4th.
b. LS-024 posted — ethidium bromide waste management guidance

i. Minor changes to lab procedures on disposal of gels and materials in gels

ii. Form will be emailed out on Listserv
c. HM-o010 posted — integrated bloodborne pathogens exposure control plan

i. Based on OSHA regulations

ii. 4 campus postings combined into 1 universal document

V. Incidents/concerns
a. Chemistry teaching lab incidents
i. Cuton thumb
1. Student using melting point tubes and packing down material with capillary tube
2. Student cut thumb when pressed too hard
3. Asked student to use packing instrument on melting point tubes
ii. Scrape on hand
1. Student cleaning foil in the back of hood and scraped hand
2. Asked student to clean carefully in that area of hood, use less pressure
b. Chemistry liquid nitrogen dispensing tanks
i. Odor complaints and oxygen sensor alarm
ii. Currently - dispensing on Dabney-Buehler dock
iii. Directed Chemistry to develop an SOP for response to the alarm.
c. Chemistry 307/308 nuisance odor complaint
i. Noted odors coming from cup sinks in bench framework
ii. Problem - cup sinks can get dry traps, which can give off nuisance odors
iii. Flushed sinks to help with odors
iv. Did not find the exact source of odor but it had dissipated and will also follow-up
d. FCMF equipment fire — report: Dr. Sharma in Chemistry - graduated student complained of an odor
that was causing a mild headache
i. Fire & Life Safety called initially to refill fire extinguisher and FLS began the investigation
ii. SCMF: graduate students did a good job handling the situation and calling EHS
iii. LSS — did the root-cause analysis
1. Temperature spikes noticed in operation of machinery
2. Edited SOP — simple operational procedures recommended: turn on machine prior
to use to let it equilibrate, use alternate tape, etc.

Vl. SERF HRU maintenance and replacement
a. Ranger/Moser:
i. Facilities will be replacing all heat vac units and the 7t floor duct work in SERF
ii. There are 6 units that will be replaced in pairs.
iii. Hoods on the attached bank will undergo lock-out and tag-out for 30 days for this
maintenance
iv. EHS and FS have begun sampling ductwork prior to this June maintenance. There have
been no major findings to date.

Vil. TOSHA site visit recap
a. Moser/Prior/Cantu:
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i. Inspectors went to the concrete teaching labs and the high bay in Tickle and did a quick
walk through of the Zeanah Complex.
ii. In facilities — inspector found:
1. extension cord being used for permanent power
2. 2unlabeled containers

iii. Incident: FS construction worker (classroom upgrade program) received a shock while on a
ladder and fell. He broke some ribs and had to be hospitalized. TOSHA was called due to the
hospitalization. Probable findings:

1. Prioritize lock-out / tag-out procedure
2. Ladder Safety training
iv. Inspector also saw an activity in a Confined Space and mentioned it in passing.
v. Cantu — need periodic review of our SOPs for workers to make sure steps continue to be
followed. Possible reasons for errors:
1. Employee turnover
2. Complacency
3. Not enough personnel for oversight

Viil. Risk Management — updated incident reporting procedures

a.

Cantu — see above

IX. New Business

a.

Ranger: Miriam Lara is an independent, 3" party reviewer based out of the office of audit and
compliance.
i. She is conducting a thorough review of the lab safety program
ii. please cooperate with her to quickly provide any information she requests
Two new EHS LSS workers.
i. Daniel Thomas — LSS Biological Sr Specialist
ii. Caleb Cummings — LSS Biological Jr Specialist
Laurie: autoclave recertification gap — state boiler inspections are supposed to be done every 2 years
i. Mossman has not been recertified
ii. Ranger will coordinate with facilities to request these inspections
Laurie will be decommissioning Jessie Harris facility. Staff moving to Mossman.
Terry: Received a request for in-person meetings: will send out a survey email for committee to vote
for in-person or ZOOM meeting preference.

X. Next Meeting — April 18, 2022, 1:30-3:00 pm; Zoom Meeting



